January 2020
ACT Newsletter

Reflection: 2019 ACT Conference in Ann Arbor, Michigan
Upcoming: Our 2020 ACT Conference will be held in Birmingham, Alabama and will be hosted by
Birmingham-Southern College October 23-24.

Kelly Russell presents 2020 ACT Conference theme, “Constructing a Vision for the Future.”

From the President:
Dear ACT Members,
As the new president of ACT, let me start off the year by wishing everyone a happy 2020! I am honored to
serve as the new president in the coming years. I have been with ACT for 18 years as both a member and
board member and am excited to continue to serve in this new role. ACT has been an important part of my
professional and personal development over the course of my career and I hope it will do the same for you.
I would like to begin by recognizing the significant contributions of our outgoing president, Dr. Meir Muller,
for his great leadership and tireless efforts on behalf of ACT. I would also like to recognize our board
members for their continued commitment to growing this organization.
The beginning of the New Year is an excellent time to reflect upon our accomplishments this past year as
well as to look ahead to what this year has to bring. We had a wonderful conference in Ann Arbor, Michigan,
in 2019 hosted by the Michigan conference team. The conference presentations tapped into constructivist
pedagogy with a focus on exploring learning opportunities within communities. The community theme was
both timely and well received by the conference presenters and attendees. Anecdotal comments as well as
conference evaluations showed that attendees were inspired by the sessions they attended and that ACT
continues to play an important role in generating and exchanging exciting new ideas.
Looking ahead, our 2020 ACT conference theme will be “Constructing a Vision for the Future” and will be
held in Birmingham, Alabama by Birmingham Southern College. The conference will allow us to share
innovations in education as we start a new decade together. We look forward to reviewing innovative
proposals that will advance our theme for 2020.
Thanks to Randa Dunlap for all her work on this newsletter. You can see many moments that were captured
from the 2019 conference. Enjoy this newsletter!
Regards,
Seong Bock Hong, President

ACT President – Seong Bock Hong

ACT President Elect – Kelly Russell

About ACT:
The Constructivist Educator promotes learners’ interest, experimentation, and cooperation.
The Association for Constructivist Teaching is a professional organization promoting children’s
construction of knowledge in all domains—intellectual, physical, social, emotional, and moral.
ACT Mission Statement:
Our mission is to enhance the growth of all educators and students through identification and
dissemination of effective constructivist practices in both the professional cultures of teachers and the
learning environments of children. It is also to advance educators' understanding of Piaget's
constructivism as a scientific theory that explains how human beings construct knowledge and moral
values.
ACT Membership Description:
Membership is open to anyone who is interested in the field of education. To join, just register for our
upcoming conference. ACT Members are classroom teachers, administrators, supervisors, consultants,
college and university personnel, students, parents and retired educators. They live all over the USA and in
Mexico, Japan, Australia, Canada, Brazil, and China.
Links to ACT Website & ACT Facebook page:
http://acteducators.com/ & https://www.facebook.com/groups/48559805714/
ACT and Board Member News:
Upcoming Events – ACT 2020 Conference, October 23-24 in Birmingham, Alabama
Conference Theme: “Constructing a Vision for the Future”
We welcome Seong Bock Hong as President and Kelly Russell as President Elect of ACT! Each will
serve in these positions for the next year.
We would also like to extend our gratitude and thanks to past President Meir Muller for his exemplary
service and leadership to ACT.
Welcome to our newest ACT board members, Dr. Rosemary Geiken and Tim Constant! For board
member bios, please click on the following link: http://acteducators.com/about/
Rosemary Geiken
Retired Faculty
East Tennessee State University
Tim Constant
Manager of Education Outreach, Holocaust Memorial
Center
Farmington Hills, MI

Welcome to this year’s student board member, Taylor Eads!
Taylor Eads
Graduate Assistant
University of West Alabama
It is customary to have a grad student who helps plan the conference and is temporarily on the board. This
year’s student is Taylor Eads, and he is working on a Masters degree at the University of West Alabama.
He currently works for College Admissions Made Possible (CAMP), which is a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to empower students in underserved schools by equipping them with the tools to gain
access to the college or university of their choice. He will serve on the board this year as he helps with
conference planning.
Special Announcement – We need some folks to review articles for The Constructivist. If interested,
please contact Dr. Kelly Russell.
ACT 2019 Memories:
October 17-19
Co-Constructing Learning Opportunities with Communities
Ann Arbor, Michigan
The ACT would be remiss in not acknowledging the collaboration between University of MichiganDearborn’s Department of Education and Ann Arbor Children Centers’ Program. We thank the college’s
Associate Dean Stein Brunvand and Senior Director Jennie McAlpine for opening our conference with
welcoming remarks. We would like to recognize the ACT Board of Directors and Michigan ACT
conference committee who have dedicated their time and talents to make this conference work. We also
appreciate and acknowledge the major contribution of each session presenter!
Thank you also to our keynote speakers Dr. Catherine Compton-Lilly and Dr. Christopher Burke and
2019 Honoree Dr. Brenda Fyfe.

Thank-you to Sonia Akiko Yoshizawa for documenting this conference with beautiful photographs.
Send your news and events for the next issue:
Randa Dunlap, dunlapr@etsu.edu

